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DEPARTIMENT OF STATE
Aree Division V,0IC
Weshington, De Co

Jamuery 10, 1946

Dre Devid Levy,
JICD, USFET Mein
APO 757, Postmaster, NoY,

Dear Dr, Levy:

Your letter of December 11 reached me only yesterday., It wes addressed to the
New York Office of the OWI end spperently held up there. I sm sorry for the
delay in my answer.

In my conversetions sbout Bad Orb with General McClure, Colonel Powell, end
Lt. Cole. Waples, I made the following points:

1. Screening of Germems must be as strict end thorough as possible.
It is both thorough and strict in Bad Orb.

2. The screening should be cerried on either under the responsibility
of the (former) DISCCs or under the responsibility of ICD. If it is
carried on in two pleces, the procedures should be coordineted. The
DISCCs should forwerd their findings tc Bed Orb. (This criticism was
shared by your competent “"political™ colleague in Bad Crb - whose neme
I forget - who complained to me that the DISCCs had not forwerded their
findings to him, I mentioned this elsc to Toombs. In the mesntims, ell
this seems to heve been straightened out).

3. I suggested to Colonel Powell and elsc to Colenel Kinard that it
might be possible to run the Bad Orb center as an embulent unit in order
to eliminete the waste resulting from uncoordinated vetting in both the
field end Bed Orb. From this, you cen see thet I have never suggested
anything like the closing of the Bed Orb schools

4, I mentioned to several people in Bad Homburg end here in Weashington
that the staff st Bed Orb should be incressed end the procedure "streemlined"
(I used this word) in order to incresse the efficiempy of the work.

5. Any intelligence test is superfluous as long &s you have to process
people who through e successful cereer in a specielized field have proved
their intelligence,

6. I used the intelligence test &s an illustration in calling etten-
tion to the denger to the Americen occupetion authorities of being held up
to ridicule by the Germens. The epplicants ere not only vetted; they also
go home end talk sbout tle vetting.

I don't think I mentioned it, but I should like to add now that I
would be in favor of elimineting the Incomplete Sentences Test end the
ossay on ™My Emotionel Life Under the Nazis" as wells
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7. I mentioned to Genersl McClure thet I don't think the idea of ree
vetting CGermens who hold licenses is & sound one. For exemple, the reliebility
of licensed editors cen be checked upon the basis of their performence, I
teke it thet this is pert of the function to be performed by the press control
officers, Besides, whet these licensed Germens write is open to political
checking by all ICD officers in Bad Homburg who read Germen end perticularly
by the members of the press section, Generel McClure egreed.

8. I stated my doubts regarding the usefulness of intensive psychiatric
investigetions for politicel purposes (as over sgainst research) to General
MeClure, Colonel Powell and Lt. Col. Weples. I restated it here in Washington.
In every case, however, I added that I am not & psychietrist. You are. Nor
did I fail to acknowledge the greet importence of expert asdvice on whether or
not a prospective licensee is a liar,

I em sorry thet I had no opporbunity to discuss this question fully with
you in Bad Homburg, but you will understend that I hesiteted to dempen the
enthusiesm of en expert by the opinions of a leymen., Now that the ice is
broken I should like to try to be a little more articulate ebout my prejudices.

We successfully inveded Germeny. We should refrain from inveding privecy
unless reasons of military security demeand ite The childhood, sex life, rele=-
tions to parents, etc. of & person are his privete concern and have no bearing
on nilitary security, as far es I cen meke out. No strenger has & right to
explore the infiimete aspects of somebody else's life except for doctors and
priests. The psychistrist who works for the militery govermment of the cone
queror is, of course, in a position to investigate eny Germen he chooses, but
he can do so only because the men he exemines must submit to the exsmination in
order to stay out of trouble, This raises the questiorn in my mind whether you
are not really doing your job on the point of & gun, the gun being the eppre=-
hension of the epplicant thet his refusal to submit to any part of the exsmina-
tion will meen our refusel to grent e license, (For this reeson I would dis-
count es worthless eny stetement from a licensee that he did not object or wes
satisfied with the exemination).

T em aware of the fasct that meny psychietrists regerd the moral point I
em trying to meke e&s the menifestetion of some sort of psychological mechanism.
But thet impresses me only es a fact in eppreising our civilization, not as an
argument.

Clearly, no applicent for & license has a right to object to the most
searching investigation of hie political record in the widest possible sense
of the word. Nor has he the right to object to & psychietric investigation
which confines itself to determining his veracity. I assume thet it is possible
to determine a mant's veracity without going into the most intimete aspecte
of his life. If I am wrong, I would be in fevor of entrusting the decision
ebout the veracity of the epplicsnt to the conmon sense judgment of experienced
political investigators. This would probably somewhet increase the number of
errors we make, but it would also incresse the respect we pay to the humen right
to priveaecy.



Let me repeat, that I have not stated my case as erticulately and es
sherply to anybody else before, either in Bad Homburg or in Washington.
I merely advocated "streamlining" the procedure end indiceted my personal
doubts &s to the political necessity of intensive psychistric investigations
for the purpose of granting licenses.

I should very much appreciste the gpportunity of telking all this over
with you at Bad Homburg, where I expect to be within e month, I em snxious
to learn from you in grester deteil just precisely what the operationel
velue of your work in Germeny has been in additien to the many vslueble
insights into the Nezi and enti-Nezi mind which you have gained. Needless
to sey, that I am very much interested in lesrning from your findings.

VWhen I received your letter, I read it to Toombs over the telephone.
He told me that the whole matter is water over the dem. But I em enxious
to clear up eny misunderstendings that mey have erisen and to stete my
cese more clearly to you then I meneged to do in conversetions et Bed Hombirg,
Hence this long letters,

Since you ssked me to do what I could "to rectify the demege™ I did to
your wrk in Germeny through my conversations, I em sending copies of this
letter to General McClure, Colonel Powell, Lt. Cols Kinard and Lt. Col.
Waples.

Sincerely,

/[ 2nry ~//fu/\f

Hans Speiler
Aree Divieion V, Occupied Countries



KENO & To Gen. HeClure.
FROM @+ Dy, David H. Levy.
BE 3 letter of dr. Hans Speler to Gen. WoClure, dated Jan.10, 46,

« Hans & er wrote & letter to we dated Jan, 10, *46

of hieh be Batio bo you, Col, Powell, Lt, Col. Kinerd and vy oy
#aples. The letter mtum eriticisms of w Ko  Conter and
recommendations. If they were fulfilled, usefutiness the Screening
Center would I veltave Bo Gustreret: du. Srster Viotoed i ot P ot
on one occasion. i mmaem:mmummmmtm
Was M%wWﬁaWMMMmM.

ortunately was ot able s Otherwise certain points noted
ummmammmm%.

His main mtau“wmw procedures consist of elimie
- mum:-cwu m
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record. He considered w m mmﬁm m deternine
aommmmmmrmm that function also.
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"ﬂmmnw the American og occupation authorities of bdeing held up to
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by virtue of being their fathers' sons. In sereening of a publisher,
for example, it is ant to know if he has discernment, judgment,
mnga«minm»»nmmmmemmmmw
terr Yintelligence", However anti-Nazi in attitude a candidate may be
isck of inteliigence on his part may meke him too great a risk for ,

b se 1n so important s post. Considering the limited number of sush
posts mwnmmm%mmtmm.muammmm
aids ln this process.

Another point in regard to htallgmc for which tests are so
important, is relatod to modification of intellectual functions Yy &
number of circumstances, ineluding emotional factors and organic dis-

@ase. Actually we have }m instances at Bad Orb of detericration due
to such circusmstances.

The objsction that inmtelligence tesis expose us to ridiecule is

rather surprising. The mug is under the impression that Germans are

uite wnfamiliar with "tests”, that they ere regarded as an American

evice. Actually bumerous boeis and srticles on intelligense tests
mmmmmwuxmammamm.mm‘:.w
was first employed by Professor Wilhelm Stern of ¥unich, O0fficers in
the German Army were sslected by a battery of intelligence tests, among
others, in the early years of World Var ii. in the past ronth we have
recdved a report from the Uerman i}@lwu sdministration in Btuttgart
deseribing the intelligence tests (and also political attitude tests)
they are now using in the selsetion of applicants for the police. At
Bad Orb we exemined o Uerman psychologist, a prospective member of cur
Sereening Center, who has been using intduma tests professionally
in Germany for cver lwenly Jears.

in the course of eur n§m&m¢ntmer¥awhwwmﬁm”¢t
objections to the test on the vt of our candidates. feversl of thess
objeetions were spontaneous, yrs were elieited through the usual pro-
cedure of inviting a frank appraissl of the entire bat

ted. One candidate, a publisher, Wio wrote us & detallod and enthusliase
tie account of his experience a% Bad O2b, thought we S 1d addé voeatio=-
nsl tosts. Not one candidato,as far as 1 am aware, ever eriticized the
test as ridiculous.

The question of the intimidetion of candidates arises at this point,
Suppose they were afraid or thought 1t judicious to tell us only what
they thought we would like to know 7 In this connesticm the writer re-
gards the j tric interview as an intimidation and as invasion of
private rights. fe states:"this raises the tion in my mind whether
are not really deing your Jjob at the po t of a gun, mgm
fﬁ apprehension of the applicant thet his refusal to mmﬁzn  any pord
of the examination will wean our vefusal % grant & license.” He conti~-



nues, "for this reason I would grant as wrt&lma auy statement from a
licensee that he did not object or was satisfied with the exmmination.®

if:the psychiatrie examination is an intimidation, it is the same ine
timidation we used in seleating candidates for the 0S5, and for the U.8,
Army al the various induction centers. It is the same {uﬁmatim also
that the British are now using with many more testing devices than we eme
pm:i for the screening of Uerman key persoonel, many of them applicants
for licenses under their equivalent of ICD. The writer evidently 4s not
aware that there 1s a difference in the utilization of a psyshlatric in-
terview for processing and for medical treatment., Soth are"personal" in
the sense that an inquiry is nmade into the childheod, social relationship,
phantesy, emotional and nervous difficulties. The medical interview howe
ever, is wuch more detailed, intimate, and insludes ngea that are omite
ted In 2 proecessing interview. Questicns concerning intizate details of
the sex life, for ewample, are cmitited. The same holds true for marital
relations. For each toplc a simple introductory question is asked, the
elaboration depends on the spontaneity of the candidate. Actually the ine
terviews consist largely of spontanegus expressioa. Thers is ne similarie
ty with the political interview whieh i3 a series of gustions and answars,
The "threatening" aspect of the latter is much greater than the former. I
have witnessed frequently the emotional tension in a candidate who had
just completed a political iaterview, and his gradual relaxatica as the
payehiatrie interview pxagnmm. In a recent diseussion, two nenbers of
im British Zereenlng Section shared the same impression. x

Can we determine if & candidate feels intimidated ¥ Spontansity of
expression, conversation, general behavior is urmnl{ & guids, ne
who reads the full notes recorded ia our 12%1«, wi ligmlﬁi;,u be=
lieve, that the persons concernsd could not have spoken freel they
z?ci?lntiam;m. We have seversl tests also, that indicate anxiety states
and help to determine the candidate's attitude. Une candidate, in ny &xe
perience, was clearly intimidated. He looked fri htened, He had beea told
as a joke by an american investigator that at 3ad Orb he would learn what
an American Gestapo was like. At Dad (rb he asked the other candidetes ..
sbout it. Jhey acded to the spoofing by telling him we used handeuffs and
spotlights. He had %o be fully reassured before the interview could go on.
Even he, an umusually shy individual, Lecame spontanecus and friendly.

As to the velus of the psychiatrie interview preference should be
pade to the DISCCs , to others who referred candidates to Pad Crb. They
are familiar with the problems in vetting their candidates, and &re in
contact with them befors and after their experience al the &anm}.ng Cene=
ter. Both Captains Hart and Lert have expressed their gonfidencse in our

reporis.
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0f the other points made the writer, I would take issue with
the recommendation that we mzc a wmlw unit, "to eliminate the

waste resulting from coordinated vetting in both the field and Bad Ord".
Actually we are at present "ambulant®, though for another reason -- the
rﬂmt&me&ﬁkmm.mm s of & central location are
obvious, Begides

establishment of a smoothly runn organization,
the mamerous tie/ups with loeal M and eivilians, the offices and
equipment and time schedules are all pumny arranged to funetion in
St I e & e . e rellens, St
¢ , arrangements for Ly, tele rations ans A=
um&mmmm of narlors and bedroons snw’a@m",'.u. #& have

had 1&wa3£‘ ! books behind because it was too much an undere
taking to transport 1 alle Moving from this place to the next will be
the oceasion of similar difficulties. We are now operat lesz efficlent-

o The blem in coordinating the vett consists si of getting
wrwu ;fm;mnmum by the ﬁm&‘wm in good time. m@ can also
be done at Bad Orb.

* M~umﬁwmnﬁ;1mmmmgmmia¢Mthw
& loeal intelligence section., There would be an adv @ in having

two independent units, for the purpose of facilitating transportation ===
one im the Hunich ares, the other in the Frankfuri area.

The point ﬁmmmg “pevetting” Germans who hold licenses". This
matter once came tO attention through the mmm of & press
gontrol offi who thow it would & veluable to do in the case
ﬁtemaszwmwmmnmmhmmmvmm
in whieh & Cerman who held a license was revetted, it was clearly &
misteke to have licensed him in the first place, se of his politieal
W,MWWMUMWM

mwaxu.egnm-manwmmumuptaxw :
hrm&n;emm,.tuumqwmmanm';w
nality as neecessary as the study of his politics. For peo in lopor-
tant ! 1tions it is the only imsurance angainst the e of ates
who will endanger our objectives, no matter how "politically clear®.



RiICHARD M. BRICKNER, M. D.
1000 PARK AVENUE
NEW YORK 28, N. Y.

BUTTERFIELD 8-7344

December 10,1945,

Dr. David M. Levy,

ICD, USFET,

APO 757, c¢/o Postmaster,
New Yecrk, N. Y.

Dear David:

How'!s this for a nice, quick answer to gour very interesting letter
of October 25th? You know the reason~Cest la paix., Your letter is
full of interesting and suggestive points. What gratifies me is

the difference between 1919 and 1945,- points of view and kinds of
action it's possible to take. You will probably return with an
intricate knowledge of Germans combined with some ideas cf what might
be done, or what approcaches made, to allow the brain to catch up
with its own technical p rowess. It would be important to know why
we use i1t (brain) so much better for technical than other employment.
Technical stuff is concrete and ordinary use of the intelligence in
human relations is not, Alsc technical thihking is the only kind
free from emcticon, so maybe 1t's the great escape.

I can sense the kinds of difficulties you are having, since I exper-
ience them myself in a slight degree, in my own connections with the
Army. But we needn't stress those now., From my own contacts with
PWs, I can also get an idea of the learning and succeeding you must
alsc be doing., Of course the school is the ocutstanding thing, or at
least it seems so from here. . Yold Eb

There is a very fine effort being made here,, which I hope can be tied
up with yours. They have heard nothing g bout yours, and having a
notion of how the Army works, I assume vice versa, 500 PWs selected
from all the camps in the U.S., have special training in the way to
live democratically. First, who runs it - Col, T.V.Smith, a fine
thinker even though he's a Professor of Philosophy (at Chicago).

This is offset by his also being a former Congressman, and before

‘ champion cotton picker.- He has with him Col.Alpheus Smith
ﬂ% mu»du(educator), Maj.Henry Lee Smith, linguist and educator (Where Are You
i Qo

From? Radio program), Capt. William Moulton, same profession, and
some other brilliant and alsc wonderful pecple. At least they are
mgu041a6%~wonderful as a team, T.V.Smith gives lectures on American History;
I heard one, and it was a new experience. He has as rich a knowledge
of American History as I have of my family and he has a rare humanity,
well used and well lived in, and a tawny humor. He is the idol of the
Americans and the Germans up there. And of me, too, at least in my
first enthusiasm. Such an urbane, energetic, erudite, quiet, mellow,
loving figure I have not seen in some time. Our history is presented
from the standpoints of our failures (the Civil War was the great
failure), our self-criticism and our comprises - both in principle

g
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and cur specific great compromises. The lectures are follcwed by
discussion groups, led by the c¢thers. These are z free-for-zll, where
they can disagree without getting red in the face,- disagree with each
other and with the group leader, and kid both him (he's 2 man in uni-
form) and each other. I saw cne group, led by a young American lieut-
enant who sat on a table with his legs crossed, smoking, & nd with a
paper in his hand. He began by saying "Yocu know what an expert I am
in U.S. history. But I have an outline here, and we can discuss from
that." There are a2lsc English classes and nearly everything is done
in English., Th old me ¢f one impact received by some newcomers,
who are incred when they happen tc see, on arrival, a volley ball
game with PWs, U.S. enlisted men and U.S. officers playing together.

Of course, this is on the whole a highly selected group, of both
Germans and Americans, and it's hard to measure the success of this
venture., But I have interviewed one German up there whose thinking
and general character seem to me to represent the regular authorit-
arian, "nmon-political", projecting, rationalizing, insightless German
stuff,- regular run-of-the-mill as seen at Halloran, where we've dcne
mest of our work, I was interested in his having learned, with impact,
that 1t 1s practically criminal to be non-peclitical, and "the differ-
ence between a debate and a discussion - in a discussicn you can com-
promise." Apparently it is possible to dent even this type and that
seems important., There is another man who was wavering and uncertain,
and has had a profitable experience by finding support for that side
of him which wanted to feel and think more happily. This whole
venture strikes me as a combination of Saroyan and Socrates. My
impression is that nothing else but something of this sort, can work,
and that this might, if applied broadly enough.

I have also run into at least cne prize German,- note the name in case
you run intc him later - Hans Wissmann. Ancther whom I think is out-
steanding is Zander. Possibly another is Walther Killy. Unless we are
all being terribly foold, these are pecple who know what it's 2ll about
and are burning to start work in Germany.

This team of Americans, as constituted, can be of high usefulness, and

should be kept together., All this is what I meant, in thinking of some
kind of ultimate junction between the 2 schocls. Since the plan is to

fold them up soon, I am going to try to take steps from the ocutside to

keep them intact. Have you any ideas?

Our own work goes right on§., We've had about 90 interviews. I've
done around 50, many of them several hcurs long, or in series. The
safer Germans give the most informing interviews in general, as would
be expected, The worst Nazis seem to want only to retire,- as, one put
it "to a hcuse in the woods, with nobody passing by." And theHlinter-
views are equally retiring. On the whole, they are afraid of us, and
are bcund to link us with thelr ultimate fate, Not the ones in the
Rhode Island School (Fort Getty). One cobservation I believe is well
founded is an unusual dread of individual quarreling. This came out
in discussions of whether or not wives should be allowed to discuss
politics with their husbands. 7The almost universal "no" is more than
a status question; they won't permit such conversations "because it
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o
might lead toAquarrel." One man even said that if a wife did have
poelitical convicticns differing from her husband's, she should never
tell her husband, as it might cause a quarrel, This is a very inter-
esting point, because their behavior in groups is of course just the
oppesite. Some of the conclusions to be drawn are intrinsic in the
statement.

The conception of other people shown by many of these men is sterile,
hollow and legalistic. "What sort of man is your father - as a person?"
"He's about 5 feet 10, dark hair, brown eyes." "A child obeys his
father, certainly." "Till when?" "Till he's 21; then he stops obeying
his father; then he cbeys the state." "I obeyed my father till I was

21. Now I'm married (age 30). If my father comes and tells me how to
handle my children - he may do so, but not as an order. First I tell
him he may not give me an order; if he agrees, I will see what I can

do about his suggestions."

The docility pattern comes out in curious ways,- one man who had just
read an account of Russian rape of German women and was trembling with
rage and refused to talk, still did talk some because I didn't release
him from the interview situation.

One observation we think we have made is that when the stern, power-
weakness, authoritarian, sterile-human-relation, projecting, rational-
izing, defensive, arrogant-ocbsequious, insightless attitudes are
weaker and softer, the man is more likely to come from the group with
an abnormal soclal history, where something happened to reduce or to
change, the father. I.e.: father died in the PW's early life; father
was killed or badly wounded in the first war (and is a war-hater);
parents divorced; father 40-50 years older than the PW; illegitimate
child with no male in the family; parents lived in other countries =
long time,

Rhoda Metraux thinks the grandfathers are more loving than the fathers,
and 1f father's father was a Social Democrat, the PW is better. Ve
have some evidence for the first half of this.

More p ower Lo you, and best and warmest good wishes. I've tried to
speak to Adele, but she's always out. Am still trying. Please write
me again soon.

Yours always,
~ /
L

RMB.W



