TOWarDs & oTUDY OF Tdz »COURGE

Minutes of a Meeting at sutton Jourtenz

On November 10th-11ltn, 1962

Fresent:
The Honole. Lavid astor (EGitor. The Observer)
Professor Max Beloff (All Souls College, Oxfora)
Professor Norman Coan {(£ing's GCollege, Newcastle)
Mr, Colin Legux (Commonwealti Correspondent, Tne Ooserver)
Mr. Andrew snonfield (Lirector of stuales, Royal Institute
Mrs, Zuzanna bdhonifield of International Affairs)
Dr. A.7.M, Wilson (Adviser to Unilever Ltd., on tae use
of the social oclences)

I Definition of objectives

Tne alscussion under tals hecding coverea both the
problems of defining tane type of maniiestation wnica it
18 intended to stuay ("areas of enguiry") and the extent
to which the results of tne stuay coula be used for
future action >f a dlagnostic and taerapeutic character

("application of findings"').

A, Areas of enguiry In order to put on recoré the
. extent to wnlcn zgreement nzs peen rezcned, the
problems o»f detfining the manifestzations which are
to> be the object oif study are summarised s follows:-
(1) are tane menifestations to be studlea to be
confined to those with a "pnantasy", paranoid,

Yrrational" cnaracter,®

# Difficulties were encountered wita the definitioans of the words
"onantasy", "paranoid' and "irrationzl" in this context, The problem
of stating them precisely was on Professor Conn's suzzestion postponeaq,
In the course oif discusslon tnese terns were opeing used to describe
situations in wnich tne reaction produced exceeds tnzt wnicn 1s
warranted by the reallstic physical or economic tareat. An alternative
formulation lays stress on the out—group being seen as "demonic" and
the in-group as having a mlllenarian or world-reforming character: or
when the in-group is not millenzrian or world-reforming but on the
contrary intent on preserving the status quo. In either case tne
excessive reaction could be soclially or culturally approved, condoned
or tolerated, '



(2) should the whole field of zroup prejudice or only
the violent manifestations of tinls be the subject
of study.

(3) zre the studies to embrace only manifestzations of
an org:nised (political, sscial) charzcter or to
include 2ll situations srising out of spontzneous
€xpressions of violent mass exmotion.

(4) should one focus on tne 2nzalysis of situztions
which have alrezdy lec to exp;osions 2f violence or
include 2180 situztions of latent explosiveness,

() 1s it amore fruitful, n:ving in mind possiole
applications of the findings, to concentrite on
tiiose situztions in wilen violence, eitaer =ctuzl
or lztent, ni:s been succeassfully inhibited,

(6) should speciiic, ezsily aeilnzole instances of =
pnenomensn (Notting #ill riots, Oxford, Mississlppi)
be pinpointed for study or is tiaere another
epproach, walcn embraces tiae znzlysis of thne
entire paenoaensn (e.é..anti-negro prejudice),

(7) is it more fruitful to zporozch tne study of the
phenomenz from 2 nistorical viewpoint, elucidating
the conclusions by empirical Investigations, or to
start from the detailled observitions of present-
day occurrences, chnecking-up tae findings :zzainst

historiczl evidence,

In the discussions most of tinese problems were
toucned upon and a degree of sgreement wss rezcined on
points (1) zna (3). 48 2 result, tae following definition

of objectives wis suzgested by Professor GCoan:—
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"A comparative znd analytic study of the

.genesis and innibition of predominantly

'non-utilitzrizn' forms of collective

violence,"

Tnis wes later widened by Professor Beloif as follows:-
"An zn:lytic iné compirative study of

vcertain outbrexzxs o»f mass violence

cnaracterised by importznt elexents of

phentssy or irratisnzl prejucice# snd the

goclial controls by walen suca ocecurrences

have been averted."

However Professor Beloff did not consider tais wording
as finzl znd hoped to be zble to emend it 2t = lzter
stage.

It was not thought necesszry to define objectives
any closer at tals stage; nowever during the discussion
2bout the subjects for study (Fo. II on tne Minutes) it
becaine apparent that there was still considerszple
dlvergence of views on all arezs of enquiry except
those set out in (1) z2nd (3) above, For exzmple tae
group divided over such issues «s the suitepility ot
anti-Yankee prejudice in Latin-america or the trestment
of Untouchzbles in India &s subject for znalysis witain

the scope of the "“Study of the scourge."

Adpnlication of findings

By and lerge agreement was expressed with

Professor Coan's proposition taszt ned it not been for

 the assunption tnat tne findings of tnis type of stuay

could have 2 practical, preventive aoplication, tne

scheme would never nave been started, Ine obstzcles

* See footnote on p,l. -



in the wey of "curztive" work in z situztion in
which par=noid mzss violence is Jcocurring were
touched upon, On tne other anand, it was generally
felt thsl tne scneme nzd a practical function walca
could oe Gescribed as "arming tae sane", by finding
out the truth zoout the czuses of tne écourge.
Foreseesole Giificulties were mainly connected with
the mezns of ensuring effective infiltration of tae
results of research.

The new and growing awzreness of Iotives behind
palitical =nd socizl trends shown by the Axnerican state
Departinent znd tne French foreign service was touched
upor: in Giscussion .nd ascribed tentatively to tae
increzsing Iniluence of sociologists over tne Civil
vervice,

Ine speciel function of e¢ducational work in
new countries was mentioned and one sugsestion was
that tie Kind of study particulzrly relevant in tals
connection would 0e tihe znalyais of events waich
lead frox irrationzl prejudice 2f 2z non-vislent
type to an explosion of mgss violence. A study of
inhibitlon of potentizlly violent situztions by
zgencles of socizl control was zlso to tne point.
Examining the stresses lavolved in quick econorlc
=nd soclal cninge would sned lignt on the zrowtn of
dangerous prejudlce in developing societies,

Wanilst it was zppreciated tast oooks cun on
ocecasion canange tne waole climute of opiniaon (e.g.
Keynes' "General ineory" or Rostow's "btages of

Grawth"); it wzs felt tast in the présent scheme
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there should z1lso be roow for Jore Glrectly mlssioniry
forms of couazunicztion, 1t was sugzgested thzt one
senior xemoer of tne staff snould muke the subject
of tae dlsseznination of tfindings nis wain concern.
4 speclzl stuay aight a.ve to be mece >f tne Ways by
walen tae result of researci could oe asée to reach
tne wppropriste groups. Iais function ﬁas tentatively
coupled with ta:zt 2 an €aitor who @mizat for exaample
publish 2 paperback seriecs of lzportuint works in this
Sphere. The'compilation Of;biSiC symposium of
exlsting literature (on tac lines of the resaer on
soclology by TIulcott Parsins) wis slso suygested,

It was 'generally held tazt tine comzunication
part of the scheme saduld not walt For the completion
of even the first stages of researchi there was an
lzportant inform:ition function waich could be periormed
right from the start (e.z. by the publicstion of Lavid

Astor's and Noraan Gohn's zrticles,)

1T selection of subjects

A, Pilots
hgreement was expressed with Proicssor Conn's
view that if pilot scnemes were intended to result in

completed studies whicii coulé scrve =s szaples of wnst

the entire project would eventually zcaleve, tne ides
wes lipracticadble: mnot only would tais tske too long
but, he taougnt, to do pilots coupetently one would

recuire a2lmost the waole apparatus >t a main stuay,
There wzs nowever = legitimste function for preparatory
studies to sihow on waizt lines the work in a azin stugy

ought to proceed,



B, Phenoimena to be studied

In view of the arezs f Gissgreeaent wnich

cussions on tne definition of

w

€Terged Guring tne di
objectives and 2lss later in thae Leeting, no definitive
list of subjects for study was Hrocuced. dowever,
it was gZenepally felt thst tne stuGy of tie causes

oI antisemitisa should be one of tae & jor oojectives

of the scheme and Mr., Elatn (Presivent oi tne Hebrew
University, Jerusalean), wao Joinea tne group for tais

stage of tae Giscussions w.ce a ples for starting

with tine fate of the Jews in tne inirg Aelcn,

4n outlined approzch to the study oi zntisenitisa:
througzn ths investigation of tne pauntzslies concerning
Jews in 1lta to 14ta century burope had been prepired
Dy Professor fohn in ais Hovember Lemorandum, "On the
Investization oi Paransid iencencies in socizml Lifel,
Professor Cohn now explained ta:t tae eixht pnenomeﬁa
Waica ne haG listed in tais preparatory saper
eéxeuplified three ma)or categories of irrational
pre judice;

(1) Zae nhidden conspir:icy of eneirles of aunanitys

Witcnes in Burope - 15th-1T7ta century

Jews in Lurone 1lth-14th century
Jews in Europe ~ 19th-20th century
Freemasons in Aurope ~ 19tin-20th century

(2) Ihe cheos-monster fros Gown below - (an aut-group

wnlch can be contained, but walch cannot be
eliminated):
africans in pouth africa - 19tn-20tn century
Negroes in U.d.4, - 19th-20tn century
Untouchaples in traditisnel Indian society

.

(3) iIhe masked world-tyranny beifore tne ¥illenniuzs

Monopoly-czpitalists 28 geen oy Comnrunists
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In acdition t> taese €lzat subjects sug estea Dy
Professor Coan tae following tniies were Giscussed or
touched upon:

Joan Birchiss (as one sinifestition of enti-3ed

rejuslce wailch oaught to be studiea if anti-
D

L]

Ko}

capitalisxn becoxes one oF tae LA JOr phasnomEns,
to be anzlysed).
Latin-Asericoin prejuaice azudnst the Yankess
Toe Hindu~Moslem rists in tne Punjab
Racizl riots in Ceylon
The exterminztion of Tassaniazn sborigines
g =n alternative approsch, sdte more specific,
comparutively saort-lived ana 2€dgrepnically containeaq,
sltuztions were sugsested (e.g. Oxfora, Mississippi or

the ¥otting Hill race riots),

in the discussion:

(2) that it would De Gesirsdle to include an exzaple
frow pritain in tae list of subjects for stuay,
altihhouzgn no strony ce@ndidate £2Ppe.nred Lo otfep
itself,

(b) thet genifestztlons from Asis (204 airica?) should
be included =zn& tizt these snould preferadly be
stuaied by & parzallel teza get up on taat continent,

0088ibly in Japan (because of the Guzlity of Jzpancse

researcn work) or in Csylon (opecause of tne posainility

of studying inter-racizl conflicts in taxt country),

[}

It was f2lt on tae otner hand thzt the choice of
Aslan subjects suould if possinle oe left to the
A51zn 8casliars waon dne would nope t> co-opt into

the scheme,



Ine idez of estanlishing = parallel institute in

|_:.

l"l
jd

the Unlted otates kent recurring tarouzsaout thae

[

discussion but tne alternatives of (1) aeving zn

,_;

néepentcent unit wox rging taere, or (2) driwing asnerican

941

cholars in =n 2GVisory capscity ints tae work Gone oy

the London centre, weére not resoived,

btaffing «nd aczceumic aifilietiom

No nzmes of candidstes were out iorwere in tae

i—"

Giscussion, fae recruitasent of = seniosr cope of

resesrch workers (z amini.cus nasoer o1 5 or 4 was
inticlipated) coxbininz = droved Nlgn Gearee of

gendlarsnils witn th: cre:ztive loziination reguired for

the scaene wis regaraed aos crucizl for {ne success of

O

the entire prisject, It was recognized ta.t the cnoice
oI subjects for study would to a larze extent be
governea by tne scaslirs availzble to ocoupy tae key
positions in the tean, It wes expedient to loosk for
scaslars who weres zlresty tainiki g on dur lines; one
@ignt write to universitics ootn in tais country and
foroza to finé osat wno was wirging in tais field. line
View was e€Xpresscd that one ol @il awve to turn to tiae

United states far tae sxcidlogists, zntarogslogists wnd

b

psycaslogists to tuke port in tae scacae. In tails
connection it wos suzzgested tast Professor keycr PFortes
misnt oe consulted =und tast a2 renewed aPIrd=cn snould be
n2Ge Lo Professse sawara os2ils wino naé been sent & letter
anG docuaments outlining tane scheme in Jctoover,

It was r<lt igportunt tast, wita sucn a
revolutionuey zroject, sns of tae lezsuing stzfl mexsoers
snould nold & cazir st =z dniversity, Ials would impszrt

to tne scueme tae aurs of ataGenic repute needed Ior
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fund~-ralsing, make recruitment >f stafi irou wc.demic
circles cazsier :nd ensurs zccess to tac intcllectusl
feeilities zvsilaocle in the universities,

On tae othcr hond tne cangers of vecoming Goxinated
Dy «n &czGemlc Douy were recosnlzed, It was important
titat the schere should retoin its Be=d.rite adalnistrative
ant finoncisl icentity, otncrwise aelzysAwere ligely to
gnsue, also, a trucitionzl acadezic approaci alxnt put

oostacles In tone wey of sone of tae azctivities elming at

O

the Gisseminztion o1 tae findings of resezrch waica it

was noosed to unGertaie, ofter 2 alscussion or toe

e

Oy & possible linik-up with University

w
[« B
n

vantages ofters

€

Q

ollege Loncon - such =28 interest 1w tihe scacwe on toe
pert of oir Ifor wvans (who is nowever Gue to petire
before lomg), the fzct tazt the Wicnep Library is

3

J. 9. Ly,

f)
e
@
i
[9]
<
(v}

connected witn

ntzzes of London zs 2
centre for tae scasre - 2né a saort lngpecetion of tae
possloliitics dricred by Nuirield, und aore Particulsrly
oy st .nthony's in Oxiord, tae susgestion of an
exolorziory apoirozen ts dSussex University wes conslaerca,
It was agresa taat F rofessor 3eloif sasoulé azke an
Inforwzl aporosca to Professor .sa sSrizgs, 0f tae
other pespyle 1ln Sussex, it wos thdugnt tnat Professor

aost lizely to oe interested in thae

fal]
[
a

J.2,C0orbett woul

scheme,

Sources »f Finsnce

Mr,.Llstor nentioned tnat ne was alrezay in touch
wlth sSnepard otone of tae Ford Foundotiosn and n2ped to
€€ nlm waen n& wis in Lonasa tals .sonth, Noveaoer.
Other sources zentionea were tne Kuiiield Foundztion

(L. Farrer-Brown) wita tne rescrvation that tne Buifleld



tzp additionzl sources. This Giirticulty coula nowever
QETAZIS DE OveredmE 0y aiving of T 2art o tag project

506 giving it o Nufflcld lzbel.  the 20t Century Funé
(Hecksher) wes mentioned znd a0, abtor zarced theat in oz

sultzole letler was Griited he would Le reaay to sizn it.

Otaer sources mentisined were tne .siu Foundztion (Chestepr

Bowleg), tas Cazrnc.ic e IWient 1oy Peace (particulgrly

..

Interezted in proxoting punblicitions), the Yorld 3rotaer-

4]

193¢ (Lester Fearson znd Pzul doitazan) zng in tois
country suca potentisl oeneizctasrs 25 Toa.c HWollison =nd
Isrzel diefi, Proiessor S¢loii also wentisned tae
existence of = list of 83.4e 7,030 american FPoundatiosns,
laere wzs an overriding asos thast at lesst soag of tne
LIney aizht pe roised in tais country, It wzs to be
borne in ming tast ficonce raised sasuld not be 21lowed

to 30 into the zener:zl funds of eny university with waich

atfiliztion tizht be zcaleved.

i

lret

¥

a0le for Prelizin.ry otage

~
H
]
=

8 tae 1Gesm of a prelislnary pilot 3toge wWas not

favoursd (see IT ..) tais cxends iteam wes not zoolicoole,
fe] 2 5

Iv Gollection of bpzsic astz

(2) Liaison witn ori.nlsations wnd scaslars worXinzg in

2llied 7ieclds. wome of the group's views on tais suoject

fave been reported In 1T B, nég I1 6. <poove.

It was also zgreca taat nawss of peonle wno mignt
oe interssted in tae suoject znd was could act zs
acvisers (particularly wrerican scaosliors working in tne

fielcs of socinlogy, Psycaslogy and alliec aiseiplines)



snoula De aent U3 the drganiziig sgeretiry 82 taot

220ropriste iniormstion soout ine scnels could pe

forwarced to thsxn 1f tasugzal wesirsole.

oome anxlsly was exopresstd zddut tas danger of

2e00ke dutsiue tas zroup znticipotinz tas work (1t was

been wndwn to aporspriste research Srozrannes Jorizinated

Dy otiaer ooules); tae su.zéstisn was amcde tact at tais

stage inforaation .oout orgenizatisnzl matters, such =g

(o) Compile=tion 2f livrary, oiclissr.ony, ctc. It was

decidaed tnxt 1t tne aspe to cstablish tne centre of study
In London was rezlisid there would og no nesd to

izg,

(&l

dGuplicste the facilities offercd 0y wmoadexsic 0o

ana é€specially tiane mzterizl ivailable -t tae Wiener sna

oL Working 'Loncon!
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V. GComposition and teérss 51 r
Comaittee
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It wes declaew to supsiitate tae word !'Jroup! for

It was decldcd bact it wes tod carly to derine tne
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coqnittees saould oe aviided (i.¢
vatrons, sponsors etce.), and tast tasg alternstive of o

worging nucleus :lue & pancl of advisers would De Preferanle,

VI Draft brief for first secting of 2avisers and s3onsors

No decislon wis made soout tne Gate o suen a mscting.
It was declded to prep=ire & report o>f tae weekend

mesting in two iosras:-



