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DIARY OF THE PROJECT

Astor's leader on the Elchmann Trial

Astor's Address to the Warsaw Ghetto Msmorlal Meeting

A numper of people expressed thnelr interest In the
establishment of a centre of studies into political
psychopathology, notably Beloff, Cohn, Elath, Legum,
Andrew and Zuzanna Shonfileld.

Astor's memos on Alms and Procedures

Astor's article in Encounter

Cohn's_medo on Group lmages & Polltical Psychopathologzy
as a rield for Scholarly Investlgation,

Meeting atl waldorf - Astor, Cohn, Beloff, Lepum,
Zuzanna Shonfield, Tiis led to tne [ormaitlon of
Mr, A4stor's group, consisting of:

Astor

Beloff

Conn

Legum

Snonfield, A.

Shonfielé&, 2.

wWilson, A.T.M. (at a later stage)

Conn's memg on Possicle Approacnes to the Launching

of a Btudy of Political Psychopatnology.

Cohn's memo On thne Investigatlion of Parancid iendencles
in Social Life, together with Administrative Proposals.
(drawn up preparatory to meeting of Mr, 4stor's group)

Dr., A.T.M, Wilson joins Mr. Astor's group

Weekend Meeting of Mr, Astor's_group at Sutton Courtenay.
Outsiaer present - Mr, Ellahu Elath. An attempt was
made to deflne oblectives and choose & [irst subject

f2r study ~ tne Nazl movement delng agrsed upon, It

wag also agreed to approach tne University of oussex

for academic sponsorsihlp.

University of 3ussex: Beloff reported naving
aporoacined taexr and tnat they were likely to Dbe waraly

ERC

disposed to peing assoclated wita the project.

Meeting of Mr, Astor's group at the Waldorf Hotel.

Legum zosent, Oulsiders present - &.J.B.Rose,

Professor 3ails and Lr., Rangard Vest, Ihe agenda was
Gevised to grovide a “apry run" of metnodology as
applied to & study of tne Nazl movement., (Members of

the group had not hac time verore the weeting Lo express
comsents on tais foram of agenda and as a result, tae
zinutes, based on the discussion it procuced, were not
approved by Professor Cohn whio was not prepareda to uss
them as 2z vasis for s mewo to submit to Bussex University.
A8 a result of tihis lmpasse, tane other aempers of the
group later azgreed to walve thelr own views and let
Astor and Cohn draw up a kemo embraclng tnelr views

for suobmission to Sussex),
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Gohn's mewo re hls objections to tne amlnutes of the
weeting on 17/12/62 and giving nis views on the way
the project should zo in future.

Astor/Coin memo for tae University of Sussex. Tais
wemo not only embraced the alms of tae project out
devised procedure wnereby two ad hoc zroups sanould
be formed (a) a group of experts in thne various
fields to draw up the plan of research, and (o) a
group of independent assessors to pronpunce on the
merits of the work of the experts - for the guldance
of possible financlal and acaaealc sponsors.

gonn agreed to devote hLimeeli full-tlme to the project

- whether a8 a meaber of a4 group or as an inalvidua

scholar,

Preliminary anéd iniormal smeeting at rlam Iree Road -
Astor, Beloff, Coan, A.T.M.Wilson

Meeting of Mr, Astor's group wita the University of
Sussex at the Waldorf Hotel. Legum absent. 3Sussex
represented by Vice-Chancellor Fulton and Professors
Asa Brlggs, J.P.Corbett and Martin Wight. Sussex
agreed to e represented on both tae team of experts
{oernaps Corbett) and the team of assessors and
expressed an interest in taking a part of tae project
under its wing at a later stage. Mewmdersinlp of tae
two teams Qlscussed and amended.

Dr, A.Barbu (senior Lecturer in Soclology, Glasgow) and
Dr, d.V.Dicks (iavistock Clinic) agreed t3 join the
tean of experts., Ihis was at a lunch at the (Connaught
Hotel with Aster and Cohn,

Universlty of 3Sussex - Astor wrote suggesiing Martin
Wight (nistorian) pe thelr representative on the team
of experts rather than J,P.Corbett (pnilosopher) and
that tine latter snould attend only the initlal mesting
to ensure that tane fundamental guestlons involved in
the stuay were put,

Lr. John Goody (Lecturer in Soclal Antaropology, Cambridge)

4

Dr, Bryan Wllson (Reader in Sociology, Oxford) ootha

agreea to joln the team of experts, Ials was at a
dinner at the (onnaught Hotel with Astor and Cohn.

Conn met Dpr, Elizabeth Bott (lavistock Institute -
psychoanalyst/anthropologist) to ask her io joln tae
team of experts. Because of the pressure of ner work
and ner young baby, sne was unaible 1o accept but
volunteered to come to certaln team ameetings on a
suncay afternoon to nave questions fired at her.

Progress Report clirculated to those linterested

Dr, Elizapeth Bott (Mrs, Spillius) agreed to join the
team oF experts on the basis of meetings veing limited
to Sunday afternoons,
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1st meeting of Working Party (Cohn, Barbu, Dicks,
Goody, Spillius, B.Wilson)

2nd meeting of Working Party

3rd meeting of Working Party

4th meeting of Working Party

5th meeting of Working Party

Cohn to Germany to consult with various authorities

6th meeting of VWorking Party

Cohn's report on work on "Political Psychology" in
Germany

7th meeting of Working Party (with Dr.von Baeyer)

8th neeting of Working Party

Working Party Recommendations went out to Assessors

Cohn to Continent to consult with various authorities

Cohn's draft memo on return from Continent

Cohn submitted revised memo to members of
working ZParty

9th meeting of Working Party (with Poliakov)



